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Don’t Let a Good Crisis Go to Waste:
Presidents and Political Change
Abraham Lincoln
By Kenneth D. Durr
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(Continued on page 3)

Lincoln Memorials—Places in Time
By Brian W. Martin
As we inaugurate a second President
from Illinois and celebrate the bicentennial of the first, talk of Abraham Lincoln
is in the air.1 But Lincoln can also be
found on the ground. When Barack
Obama kicked off his campaign, he did
so in Lincoln’s shadow at the Old State
Capitol in Springfield, Illinois. It is

just one of many places—monuments,
memorials, and historic sites—where
people go to connect with the historical
significance of our 16th President. For
historians, these places not only tell us
something about Lincoln but also about
the perspective of those who erected the
monuments as well as those who have
interpreted the sites over time.

Take, for example, Lincoln’s tomb,
which lies just a few miles away from the
Old State Capitol. Here a statue of the
Great Emancipator greets visitors. Lincoln stands above the entrance with his
left hand grasping and extending a scroll
that symbolizes his famous proclamation. Dedicated in 1874, even as
(Continued on page 2)
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Our Favorite Books on U. S. Presidents
Jason Gart: The Warrior and the Priest: Woodrow Wilson and Theodore Roosevelt, by John Milton Cooper, Jr. (1984)
A fast-paced and delightful book on the Progressive Era, this dual biography examines the interrelated lives of Wilson and
Roosevelt. In alternating chapters, Cooper contrasts the political and personal lives of the 26th and 28th Presidents.
Mike Reis: In the Days of McKinley, by Margaret Leech (1959)
An enduring portrait not just of “Bill” McKinley—Antietam veteran, front porch candidate, and somewhat-smarter-than-generallygiven-credit-for President—but also of First Lady Ida, battling epilepsy even as she served as a key adviser.
Jamie Rife: Theodore Rex, by Edmund Morris (2001)
This second volume of an anticipated three-volume Theodore Roosevelt biography is often considered the most definitive work on
his presidency. Morris successfully captures Roosevelt’s youthful energy and personality, as well as the domestic and foreign problems he tackled.
Carol Schulman: No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt: The Homefront in WW II, by Doris Kearns Goodwin (1995)
A Pulitzer Prize winner for History, this well-researched and -written book includes a fascinating cast of characters, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Stalin.

Lincoln Memorials
(Continued from page 1)
Reconstruction was giving way to Jim Crow, this monument
reflects the commitment Lincoln’s Republican successors
made to the idea of freedom enunciated in the emancipation
proclamation.
By the time the Lincoln centennial celebration brought
forth renewed interest in the fallen leader, the freedom of African-Americans generations removed from slavery was no longer a pressing concern for a segregated society. Rather, to those
who erected a centennial memorial at Lincoln’s birthplace in
the border state of Kentucky, he became a symbol of unity
for a once-divided nation. The classical memorial building
enshrines a rustic replica log cabin evoking Lincoln’s common
origins. The dedication inscription, “Here over the log cabin
where Abraham Lincoln was born, destined to preserve the

Courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society

The soon-to-open Wills House Museum is just the latest of
many attractions that have occupied the building. Here, the
Lincoln Room Museum occupies the second ﬂoor in the 1950s.

Courtesy of the National Park Service

The symbolic, early nineteenth-century Kentucky cabin
enshrined in the Lincoln Birthplace Memorial Building.
Union and free the slave, a grateful people have dedicated this
memorial to unity, peace, and brotherhood among the states,”
expresses their allegiance to a restored union.
Next month, the National Park Service will rededicate
another site with famous ties to Lincoln. The Wills House in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, where Lincoln refined the speech
that came to define America, reopens with a new exhibit that
tells the story of the community, the battle and its aftermath,
Lincoln’s visit, and his Gettysburg Address. Visitors will come
away with a deeper sense of the man, his address, and the
people who first heard it. But they may also learn something
about those who developed the exhibit and the times they live
in. History Associates scripted the Wills House exhibit and
selected the photographs. If you go, we would be curious to
know what you learned about us.
1

Although neither Lincoln nor Obama were born in Illinois, they are the
only two Presidents who resided in Illinois at the time of their election.
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Political Change
(Continued from page 1)

some burdens of the Great Depression,
but other measures hardly addressed it
at all.1 The National Labor Relations
Act was ostensibly to raise purchasing
power, but Americans knew only that
the President had ended decades of
conflict between labor and capital. The
Social Security Act did nothing for the
unemployed of the 1930s, but it did end
a long national argument about whether
the government owed it to its citizens to
stretch out a safety net.2
Lyndon Johnson took office due to
an assassin’s bullet, but he hardly made
the safety of the executive a priority. Instead, he used the outpouring of public
support to pass legislation hopelessly
stuck in Congress while Kennedy was
alive. In signing the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, Johnson crawled through a
window of opportunity opened by Kennedy’s death and slammed shut by urban
riots and “black power.”3
So should you be drawn into the
swelling crescendo of speculation about
“Obama’s 100 Days,” consider those
comfortable crises that we Americans
have lived with for so long and don’t
be afraid to think big.4 The incoming
administration appears likely to, for as
chief of staff Rahm Emmanuel is fond
of saying, “You don’t ever want a crisis
to go to waste, it’s an opportunity to do
important things you would otherwise
avoid.”5
1

The “First New Deal,” with the National Industrial Recovery Act as the centerpiece, was based
on the idea that government should promote
cooperation between different economic sectors
and between capital and labor. When that effort
failed, Roosevelt changed course. The “Second
New Deal” was premised on making government strong enough to act as a countervailing
power, protecting people from the worst excesses
of an unrestrained free market.
2
The first Social Security check was not mailed
out until early 1940. It was for $41.30.
3
On the precipitous drop in white support for
civil rights legislation in 1965 and 1966, see, for
example, Earl Black, Politics and Society in the
South (Cambridge, 1987), 128.
4
Such long-term problems might include the
energy crisis, which first appeared in the 1970s,
or the call for national health insurance, first
heard in the 1940s.
5
New York Times, November 16, 2008.

Staff Highlights:

Anu Kasarabada
Archivist Anu Kasarabada has worked on several important projects at History Associates, including processing
archival materials at the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and cataloging rare books for Petersburg
National Battlefield. This summer she had the opportunity
to learn more about the early life and times of George
Washington. Working for the George Washington Birthplace National Monument, Anu was part of a team responsible for rehousing, arranging, and describing a collection of National Park Service photographs relating to the historic
site. According to Anu, “All of us on the project saw George Washington in an
entirely new light—not as commander in chief of the Continental army and the
first President of the United States, but as a young boy.”

HAI Around the World
Department of Homeland Security:
continued to provide archival services to the Office of History under the fourth
option of our contract.

National Park Service:
began work under the first option of our contract by cataloging 125,000 negatives from the Harpers Ferry Center historical photographs collection.

Pointe du Hoc Memorial, Normandy, France:
began work on an outdoor walking tour at the site of the famous U.S. Army
Ranger assault during the D-day landings.

National Center for Complementary
and Alternative Medicine:
developing filing procedures and providing records management training for
administrative officers.

Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health:
conducted a series of oral history interviews with prominent researchers and
scientists associated with the laboratory.

California Rural Indian Health Board:
began research and interviews at CRIHB headquarters in Sacramento, California, for a new history project celebrating the organization’s 40th anniversary.

Litigation Research Division:
continued to research and analyze documents in federal, state, and local records
repositories in Alabama, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, Missouri, Nevada, New York, and West Virginia.
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Test Your Knowledge
Can you name the U.S.
President associated with
each of these famous pets?
A. This Scottish Terrier,
Fala, was so popular that the
White House appointed a
secretary to answer his
numerous letters. In 1942,
Courtesy of the National Archives
a movie was made about his
life. When he died, he was buried in the Rose Garden.
B. A fixture at cabinet meetings, Laddie Boy, an
Airdale Terrier, received dog biscuit cakes on his birthday. A sculpture
of Laddie Boy,
produced from
melted pennies, was later
donated to the
Smithsonian
Courtesy of the Library of Congress Institution.

C. An unsolicited
Christmas gift, Feller, a
blond Cocker Spaniel,
lived for years at Camp
David after his stint at
the White House. He
later died of old age
after living on a farm in
Ohio.
Courtesy of the National Archives

E-mail your answers to Jason Gart: jgart@historyassociates.com. Correct responses will be entered
into a drawing for a $50 amazon.com gift card!
Congratulations to Mr. Virgil Chambers of the
National Safe Boating Council, winner of the last Test
Your Knowledge quiz. He correctly answered that
George S. Patton participated in the 1912 Summer
Olympics.
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